
Food Services / 
Cafeteria Staff

Thanks to the food services professionals in our schools, 
every day, Ohio’s 1.7 million schoolchildren have access 
to balanced, nutritious meals to fuel their ability to learn.

For many children, these school lunches, breakfasts, and  
after-school meals are the only reliable nutrition they receive 
most days.

By pursuing a career in food services in your local school 
district, you will not only be providing children with the 
nutrition to enable their bodies and minds to grow, you will be 
helping serve your community and feeding your heart.

 

Roles and Responsibilities:
Roles of food service workers include a variety of 
responsibilities, including, but not limited to, the following.
• Prepare and serve nutritious meals to our children, 

including those with special dietary needs.

• Clean and sanitize work areas, equipment, utensils,  
and dishes.

• Ensure safe storage and preparation through measuring 
and recording temperatures of food and food-storage areas.

• Prepare food in large quantities, which requires safe and 
accurate operation and use of specialized kitchen, storage, 
serving, and cleaning equipment and supplies.

• Exercise practices in accordance with ongoing professional 
learning and subject-matter expertise as it relates to  
food cross-contamination, food-borne illnesses, and  
related areas. 

• Operate computerized cash registers, reliably handle 
money, and make accurate change.

• Track and maintain accurate kitchen inventory.

In 2017, Ohio public 
schools served…

…160 million lunches.
…72 million breakfasts.

…4 million summer lunches.



Qualifications and Skills:
• 30-hours of pre-employment food safety training

• 6-hours of annual continuing education (4 hours for  
part-time employees)

• Ability to perform math functions necessary for making 
change, tracking inventory, measuring ingredients, and 
measuring temperature

• Ability to safely tolerate exposure to heat, humidity, steam, 
cooking odors, refrigerator and freezer temperatures, and 
cleaning solutions

• Cultural competence

• Ability to cope with stressful situations

If you are interested in a career in  
school food service, please contact your  

area school districts or visit 
education.ohio.gov/about/education-jobs

References
• United States Department of Agriculture. Professional Standards for School Nutrition 

Program Employees:  
http://supported.nea.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/profstandards_flyer-1.pdf

• United States Department of Agriculture Food and Nutrition Service. Child Nutrition Tables. 
https://www.fns.usda.gov/pd/child-nutrition-tables 
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