
School Bus Driver
Carrying our most precious cargo. Nearly 16,000 bus 
drivers provide safe daily transportation for 65% of  
Ohio’s school children. 

School bus drivers are an important part of the educational 
system, not only ensuring every student gets safely to and  
from school, but also playing a key role in getting sports teams 
to the big game, elementary kids to their field trips, bands to 
their performances, and more.

 

Roles and Responsibilities:
School bus drivers have more responsibilities than just driving. 
They also ensure the safety and well-being of each student. 

Student Instruction 
Teach students safe practices when on or around the bus.

Evacuation 
Conduct emergency drills with students who ride the bus.

Route Hazard Survey 
Report pedestrian or vehicle concerns such as construction 
sites or heavy traffic.

Bus Stop Procedures
Remain alert to their passengers, pedestrians around the bus, 
and other traffic. Ensure students have reached a place of 
safety on their residence side of the road. 

One School Bus  
Equals 36 Cars
School bus drivers help  
the environment by 
reducing pollution and 
traffic at the school building. 

All Means All
Student attendance is 
the first step to school 
achievement. School 
bus drivers make sure all 
children can get to school.

Safest Option
The school bus is the 
safest form of ground 
transportation in the  
United States, across 
all industries.



Qualifications and Requirements:
There are rigorous road safety requirements to work in Ohio as 
a school bus driver, as well as great rewards and benefits for 
such an important responsibility.

• High school diploma or GED

• At least 2 years driving

• Meet local board policy age requirements

• Commercial Driver License (CDL)

• Good driver record (rechecked twice a year)

• Background check and fingerprinting

• Physical examination by a doctor, including vision exam,  
as well as drug and alcohol testing

• 15 hours of pre-service training

• 9 hours of training for recertification every six years 

If you are interested in becoming a  
school bus driver, please contact  
your area school districts or visit  

education.ohio.gov/about/education-jobs

References
• American School Bus Council: http://www.americanschoolbuscouncil.org/support-the-yellow-

bus/support-the-bus-in-your-community

• Ohio Pupil Transportation Operation and Safety Rules: http://education.ohio.gov/
getattachment/Topics/Finance-and-Funding/School-Transportation/Transportation-Rules-and-
Regulations/OperationandSafetyRulesFinal2013-rev-Dec-2015.pdf.aspx 

• Ohio Department Of Education: School Transportation http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/
Finance-and-Funding/School-Transportation
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